Blogs and Blogging, Part 11

Annette Lamb; Larry Johnson

School Library Media Activities Monthly; May 2006; 22, 9; Education Module
pg. 40

VRS IN INSTRUCTION

Blogs and Blogging, Part Il

by Annette Lamb and Larry Johnson

This article (Part I and Part II)
examines a relatively new use
of technology through blogs and
blogging, defines related key
words, and analyzes how this
form of communication is im-
pacting library media specialists,
other educators, and students.

From humorous teen jour-
nals to serious scientific peer
review, blogging has become a
fast-growing online activity. As a
Web-based communication tool,
a blog is simply a web log. In
most cases, a single author writes
and posts short articles displayed
in reverse chronological order.
These blogs are generally open
to the public,
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knowledge construction activi-
ties of the learning community.
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Blogs in Teaching
and Learning

Will Richardson, a high school

with reading, but also
may begin with primary sources
such as artifacts, surveys, experi-
ments, interviews, or personal ex-
periences (http://doug-johnson.
squarespace.com/).

Rather than viewing blogging
as a series of content-area writing

Annette Lamb, a Senior Lecturer and Adjunct Professor for Online Course
Development, and Larry Johnson, an Adjunct Professor at the School of
Library and Information Science at Indiana University at Indianapolis provide
additional information about blogging on their website (http://escrapbooking.
com/blogging/).
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activities, consider the specific
critical and creative thinking that
occur in this learning environ-
ment. You also can think about
the role of students in making
postings and adding comments.
When creating learning blogs,
ask yourself these questions:

¢ Purpose and learning out-
comes. What's the purpose
of the blog? Why is the blog
format being used?

* Blog audience. What are the
primary and secondary audi-
ences for the blog? Are blog-
gers writing for themselves
or a specific audience such
as the teacher, other students
within the class, students in
other classrooms, parents or
local community members, or
a global audience? Is the blog
intended to be used inside or
outside the classroom?

* Blog hosting. Who will host
the blog? Will the host be a
teacher or the school library
media specialist, or will each
student have his or her own
personal blog? Is this blog
the responsibility of the indi-
vidual, divided among small
groups, or shared by the
class as a whole?

® Learning Outcome. What are
the expectations, and how
do these reflect the learning
goal? What are the specific
learning outcomes? What is
the objective of the lesson(s)?
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What standards are being ad-
dressed? When used in teach-
ing and learning, the edu-
cational outcomes must be
made clear for the students.
Blog Content. Will the teach-
er or students make the ini-
tial postings? What activities
will occur within the blog?
What activities will facilitate
high-level thinking such as
analysis, synthesis, formulat-
ing plans, or drawing con-
clusions? What information
will be shared? Where will
this information originate?
Many blogs are used to share
information including facts,
stories, data, statistics, links
to other resources, opinions,
and much more. In addi-
tion to text, the blog could
contain audio, video, and
visuals.
* Process or Product. Is the blog
about process, product, or
both? Teachers often use blogs
as a tool to document the in-
formation inquiry process.
Reflection. Blogs can be used
as a metacognitive tool to
help people think about their
life or learning. These reflec-
tions may be intended for
themselves, their classmates,
or the world.
Interaction. Some blogs
focus on communication be-
tween the person posting the
entry and the people making
comments. The responses
may include additional in-
formation, expanded ideas,
or critiques. Sometimes the
most important aspect of
the blog is questioning. With
young children, the interac-
tion is often between the
child and the teacher.
* Assessment. How will learn-
ing be assessed? Do the

learning outcomes match the
assessment? Some blogs are
used as a tool for assessment
to check student understand-
ing. Bloggers may be asked
to state facts, analyze an ar-
ticle, or express their under-
standings.

In their article titled “Scaf-
folding for Struggling Students:
Reading and Writing with Blogs,”
Sara Kajder and Glen Bull de-
scribe how blogs can be used by
teachers and student writers to
create an engaging, rich writing
space. They stress that blog char-
acteristics particularly relevant
to instruction include economy,
archiving, feedback, multime-
dia, immediacy, and active par-
ticipation. They have identified
ten instructional uses of blogs
in reading and writing includ-
ing character journals, character
roundtables, open minds, think-
aloud postings, literature circle
group responses, nutshelling,
devil’s advocate writing, explod-
ing sentences, photoblogs, and
storyblogs (2003).

The library media specialist
and classroom teachers can col-
laborate on the creation of mean-
ingful blog activities. They can
consider some of the following
assignments:

* Analyze. Ask students to an-
alyze a book, article, or other
posting, and then compare
their perspectives.

* Brainstorm. Pose problems
and create a collection of
ideas. Ask students to syn-
thesize the ideas and make
recommendations.

* Chronicle. Follow and record
an event. Trace a timeline;
create a parallel timeline.

¢ Collaborate. Work collabora-
tively with another class in
the same school or another

’

school.

* Communicate. Interact with
an expert or conduct an in-
terview.

* Compare. Make a comparison.

* Critique. Ask students to
write reviews for websites,
books, movies, games, local
sights, or other topics.

¢ Discuss. Examine a problem,

question, drawing, photo-

graph, or diagram, and then
write captions, analyze ele-
ments, speculate, or create.

Some blogs focus on interac-

tion, reaction, and discussion

of a wide range of topics.

While forum software is

sometimes used for these,

blogs also can be effective.

Use the blog format for liter-

ature-rich discussions related

to award-nominated books,
literature circles, or commu-
nity book club connections.

Explain. Ask students to

learn and demonstrate their

understanding of the infor-
mation.

* Imagine. Ask students to
imagine a situation or sce-
nario.

* Inquiry. Use the blog as
a tool for questioning, ex-
ploring, and investigating,
Individually or in groups,
students can chronicle the
inquiry process and use the
blog to share their experi-
ences, reflections, and chal-
lenges. The blog also can be
used to interact and share
ideas, provide feedback, and
critique ideas.

¢ Journal. Keep a journal, log,
or diary. Work individually
or as a class to compose jour-
nal entries or assign groups
or individual students.

* Motivate. Sometimes a topi-
cal blog can generate passion
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in students who may other-
wise find school boring and
meaningless. They also may
be asked to motivate others
to take action.

® Observe and Log. Observe
human interactions, scien-
tific experiments, or other
activities and post a record
(i.e, kindness journal, plant
growth, survey results). Some
blogs focus on a particular
shared experience such as an
annual event, field trip, or
schoolwide activity. The blog
is used to record the experi-
ence. It also might involve
connecting with students in
other locations for a virtual
experience.

¢ Persuade. Ask students to
make a persuasive argument.

* Predict. Read or watch and
predict what will happen
next.

¢ Problem Solve. Pose a prob-
lem and discuss solutions.

® Question. Get students in-
volved with asking questions.

® React, Think, Act. Connect
in-class learning to blog
entries. Transfer learning to
new situations.

® Read and Jigsaw. Read or
use online resources and
discuss them (i.e, quote,
website, poem, historical
document, problem, litera-
ture circles). Then, analyze,
evaluate, and create. Add a
comment.

* Remember and Reflect.
Think about an activity and
reflect on it.

® Report. Share local or global
current events as a class or
individually. The student or
teacher posts current events
articles and invites reactions,
thoughts, alternative per-
spectives, or solutions. Use

the blog format to post re-
ports. Students can add web-
links to webpages, music, or
videos. Some blogs also al-
low photographs. Categories
might include key topics or
be presented chronologically.

¢ Share Teacher and Student
Work. Any type of written
work such as poetry, short
stories, or television scripts
can be the focal point for a
blog. Blogs, however, also can
be used to share other cre-
ative works such as artwork,
musical scores, and video
productions. Share materials
in a digital format including
documents, PDF files, photo-
graphs, charts, graphics, writ-
ten work, audio, video, and
presentations. Some blogs are
used for maintaining a port-
folio of student work.

Blogging
in Information Inquiry

From journaling about the
inquiry process to applying blog
technology in a final product,
blogging has many applications
in information inquiry. Clarence
Fisher, a middle school teacher
in Canada, involves his students
in creating blogs. He notes in his
blog, Remote Access, that draw-
ing information from a variety
of sources, bringing it together
with additional information, and
thinking about the implications
is not new, but placing synthe-
sized thought online for others
to access, use, and modify is new
for today’s students (http://re-
moteaccess.typepad.com/).

In her article “Blogging to
Learn,” Anne Bartlett-Bragg, a
faculty member at the University
of Technology, Sydney, stresses
that individual ownership of

42
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content differentiates blogging
from other electronic forums

like discussion boards and mail-
ing lists. Learners control what

is published and engage readers
with their writing. Bartlett-Bragg
has identified a five-stage process
for blogging with learners:

* Establishment. Students
recall and record learning
events. Guided questions fa-
cilitate writing.

¢ Introspection. Students con-
tinue to record events, but
also reflect on and evaluate
these experiences.

Reflective monologues. Stu-
dents take more responsibil-
ity for topics, develop ques-
tioning techniques, and write
for themselves rather than
the teacher.

® Reflective dialogue. Stu-
dents consider their style of
expression, intended audi-
ence, and publication of their
thoughts. They move away
from surface level reporting
to personal knowledge pub-
lishing,

* Knowledge artifact. Students
move to reflecting on the
knowledge learned and pro-
viding guidance to readers
who may use the informa-
tion to enhance their own
learning (2003).

Blogging activities can be in-
tegrated throughout the inquiry
process. Blogs can be used in
both individual and collaborative
inquiry environments. One of the
advantages of blogs is the ability
to extend postings through the
use of comments. In an inquiry
activity, these comments may
come from the individual con-
ducting the investigation, the su-
pervising teacher, peers, or out-
side participants such as students
in other schools, local volunteers,
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or members of the virtual com-
munity (see Figure 3).

Ask students to track their
inquiry experience by using blog
entries to record their activities,
thoughts, and reflections as they
move through each aspect of the
inquiry process. Students may
reflect on their activities identi-
fying a topic, solving a problem,
answering questions, or conduct-
ing research. They may even go
back and comment on their own
postings as they reflect on their
progress.

To extend this metacognitive
activity, the teacher librarian may
comment on student progress
and provide helpful feedback
and suggestions. Students often
wait until the last moment to
do a project. A blog can keep
students on track and allow the
teacher to provide guidance and
encouragement throughout the
information inquiry process.

In addition, classmates may
become involved in peer sharing,
support, encouragement, mentor-
ing, or cognitive apprenticeships.
In other words, if a peer finds
that a classmate is having dif-
ficulty focusing on a topic, he
or she may add a comment that
suggests a direction or source to
consider.

The library media specialist

can consider ways to move these
virtual activities beyond the walls
of the school. For example, local
senior citizens may be asked to
provide their insights into inqui-
ry projects through posting com-
ments in a student blog. Members
of a scientific community may be
willing to share their professional
insights related to an environ-
ment investigation.

Beyond individual inquiry
activities with outside contribu-
tions, blogs can be used as a tool
for collaborative inquiry experi-
ences. A blog may serve as the
gathering place for information
inquiry. In other words, students
may brainstorm questions, cat-
egorize their ideas, and come to
consensus on a project direction.
Later in the project, this online
community may share and evalu-
ate resources, identify varied
perspectives, and synthesize their
findings. While initial postings
may be used to structure activi-
ties, students also may use the
blog as a free flowing environ-
ment for sharing and discovery.

Danny Callison, professor in
the School of Information and
Library Science at Indiana Uni-
versity at Indianapolis, states
that inquiry can be viewed as
controlled, guided, modeling, or
free (1999). These levels are useful

Figure 3. Blogging in Information Inquiry
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in planning blog-based activi-
ties. For example, in a controlled
inquiry environment, the teacher
librarian may create the initial
blog postings and ask students to
respond by telling stories, evalu-
ating sources, or comparing ap-
proaches. In the free inquiry en-
vironment, students create their
own blog postings and control
the level of outside interaction.

Callison states in his book,
Key Words, Concepts, and Methods
for Information Age Instruction,
that meaningful information ap-
plication comes from analysis
of information need, analysis of
information gained, and synthe-
sis of information to address the
need in the most efficient and
effective manner possible (2003).
The interactive components of
information inquiry are question-
ing and exploring, assimilation
and inference, and reflection.

An illustration of how a stu-
dent conducting an individual
information inquiry might go
through this recursive process
making initial blog postings and
subsequent comments on his or
her own work as the inquiry pro-
gresses can be found in Figure
4 (page 44). In the illustration,
numbers are used to indicate the
order in which the entries were
made. The student began with
a posting brainstorming ques-
tions. Then, an experience related
to information exploration was
recorded as a posting. Next, the
learner returned to the first post-
ing and added a comment shar-
ing a thought. The student even-
tually made seven postings and
ten related comments.

Inquiry, Connectiveness,
and Synergy

George Siemens, an instructor
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Figure 4.Visualizing the Information Inquiry Process
Initial Blog Postings Subsequent Blog Postings
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L 2
Exploration? .' Reaction* . Insight'?
L
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L
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L 1
Reflection'® » Extension'’

at Red River College in Mani-
toba, Canada, has developed a
learning theory focusing on the
idea of connectivism stressing
that learning is a process of con-
necting ideas and concepts. Sie-
mens has observed that learning
is no longer simply an internal,
individualistic activity. He points
out that the additional value of
blogs comes from the ability for
learners to teach and learn from
each other (http://www.
connectivism.ca/blog).

Konrad Glogowski, an elemen-
tary language arts teacher in Can-
ada, states that learners need more
than blogging tools and time to
write. In addition, students must
become members of an online
learning community and view
writing and reading as cognitive
tools for learning. Being plugged
into a social network allows a
student’s simple posting to have
added meaning when it gets inter-

preted, re-interpreted, commented
on, and discussed by other mem-
bers of the group. Students soon
begin to see patterns and connec-
tions. The blog thus becomes a
catalyst for inquiry (http://www.
teachandlearn.ca/blog).

Annette Lamb, a Senior Lec-
turer and Adjunct Professor for
Online Course Development,
and Larry Johnson, an Adjunct
Professor at the School of Library
and Information Science at Indi-
ana University at Indianapolis,
provide additional information
about blogging on their website
(http://escrapbooking.com/
blogging/).

For Further Reading

Bartlett-Bragg, Anne. The Knowl-
edge Tree: Blogging to Learn.
http://wwwflexiblelearning.net.
au/knowledgetree/edition04/pdf/
Blogging to_Learn.pdf

Callison, Danny. “Inquiry” School Li-

44 School Library Media Activities Monthly/Volume XXII, Number 9/May 2006

brary Media Activities Monthly 15,
no. 6 (February 1999): 38-42.

Callison, Danny. Key Words, Concepts
and Methods for Information Age
Instruction: Methods for Teaching
Information Inquiry. LMS, 2003.

Downes, Stephen. “Educational
Blogging.” EDUCAUSE Review
(September/October 2004). http://
www.educause.edu/apps/er/
erm04/erm0450.asp

Embrey, Theresa Ross. “You Blog, We
Blog: A Guide to How Teacher-
Librarians Can Use Weblogs to
Build Communication and Re-
search Skills.” Teacher Librarian
30, no. 2 (December 2002). http://
wwwteacherlibrarian.com/tlmag/
v_30/v_30_2_featurehtml

Harris, Frances Jacobson. “What's
a Blog Doing in My Library?”
AASL 12th National Conference,
2005. http://wwwuniuiuc.edu/
library/blogging/

Harris, Frances Jacobson. I Found It
on the Internet: Coming of Age On-
line. ALA Editions, 2005.

Hastings, Pattie Belle. Blogging Across
the Curriculum. http://myweb
space.quinnipiac.edu/PHastings/
bachtml

Kajder, Sara, and Glen Bull. “Scaf-
folding for Struggling Students:
Reading and Writing with Blogs.”
Learning & Leading with Technol-
ogy 31, no. 2 (2003): 32-35.

Lamb, Annette. Escrapbooking: Blogs
and Blogging. http://escrap
booking.com/blogging

Pew Internet and American Life
Project. Reports: Family, Friends &
Community. http://wwwpew
internet.org/PPF/r/166/report_
displayasp

Richardson, Will. Blogs, Wikis, Pod-
casts and Other Powerful Web Tools
for Classrooms. Corwin Press, 2006.

Warlick, David. Classroom Blogging: A
Teacher’s Guide to the Blogosphere.
LuLu, 2005.

For examples of Educator, School
Library Media Center, and Other
Blogs, see Part | (April issue),
page 43. ¥

-__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



